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Model of Bhasa Bhavan 


Information regarding the correct date of publication.--The publishser of every book 
shall affix on the copy of the book delivered to every public library a stamp bearing the 
date of the publication of the book and specifying that "the copy delivered is pursuant to 
the Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act, 1954." 


Memoranda of Books.-The publisher of every book shall furnish to the librarian a statement 
containing (so far as may be practicable) the following particulars, that is to say,- 


the title of the book and the contents of the title page, with a translation into English of 
such title and contents, when the same are not in the English language; 


the language in which the book is written; 

the name of the author, translator or editor of the book or any part thereof ; 
the subject; 

the place of printing and the place of publication ; 

the name or firm of the printer and the name or firm of the publisher ; 
the date of issue from the press or of the publication ; 

the number of sheets, leaves or pages ; 

the size ; 

the first, second or other number of the edition ; 

the number of copies of which the edition consists ; 

whether the book is printed or lithographed ; 

the price at which the book is sold to the public ; and 


the name and residence of the proprietor of the copyright or of any portion of such 
copyright. 








Govt. of India 
National Library 
Kolkata 


@ ARE YOU A PUBLISHER IN INDIA ? 


@ IF YES, ARE YOU AWARE OF THE DELIVERY OF BOOKS 
(PUBLIC LIBRARIES) ACT, 1954 ? UNDER THE ACT, YOU 
SHOULD DEPOSIT YOUR PUBLICATIONS WITHIN A MONTH 
FROM THE DATE OF THEIR RELEASE. 


@ THIS IS MANDATORY. 


@ IF YOU HAVE NOT DEPOSITED YOUR PUBLICATION AS 
YET, PLEASE DELIVER THE SAME IMMEDIATELY TO THE 
DIRECTOR, NATIONAL LIBRARY, BELVEDERE, KOLKATA-700027. 





The Gateway to the National Library 


Telephone Nos. 479-1381 to 1384 

Fax No. 479-1462 (Code : 91-country, 033-Kolkata) 
E-mail nidirector@rediffmail.com 

Website www.nlindia.org 
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THE NATIONAL LIBRARY, Kolkata 


The National Library, Calcutta came into being in 1948 with the passing of the Imperial Library 
(Change of Name) Act, 1948. In the same year it was shifted to Belvedere Estate, its present 
location which was the former Vicergal Palace, it is now housed in three separate buildings with 
a separate Preservation Laboratory. It was formally opened to the public on Ist February 1953 
by Late Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, the then Union Education Minister. The origin of the 
library, however, can be traced to be dating back to March, 1836 when the Calcutta Public Library 
was opened to the public at 30, Esplanade Row, Calcutta. Subsequently the Calcutta Public 
Library was merged with the Imperial Library and opened to the public in January, 1903. The 
construction of a massive building called “Bhasa Bhavan” with all modern facilities is under 


progress, 


OBJECTIVES & BASIC FEATURES 
Collection : 


The National Library serves as a permanent repository of all reading and information material 
produced in India and written by Indians and concerning India written by foreigners, wherever 
published and in whatever language. The library also has a rich collection of publications in 
English and other European languages, as also in Chinese, Japanese, Arabic, Persian etc. It has 
also a rich collection of Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, Tamil manuscripts and rare books. 


Functions :- 


1, Acquisition and conservation of all significant printed material produced in the country to 
the exclusion of ephemera; 


2. Collection of printed material concerning India, wherever it is published and also acquisition 
of a photographic record of such material that is not available within the country; 


3. Acquisition and conservation of manuscripts of national importance; 
4, Planned acquisition of foreign material required by the country; 


5. Rendering of bibliographical and documentation services of retrospective material, both 
general and specialised; 


6. Acting as a Referral Centre purveying full and accurate knowledge of all sources of 
bibliographical information and participation in international bibliographical activities; 


7. Provision of photocopying and reprographic services; and 


8. Acting as the Centre for international book exchange and international loan. 


Useful information 


1. The National Library serves as a permanent prepository of all reading materials, 
produced in India. The Library has a good collection of publications in Indian and 
foreign languages. 


2. The Library is open 362 days in a year, but remains closed on 26 January, 
15 August, and 2 October. 


3. Reading room service is free to all persons above 18 years of age. 
4. Library timings : 9 am to 8 pm on all working days. 

9.30 am to 6 pm on Saturdays, Sundays & other holidays. 
5. Lending facilities are provided to bonafide members only. 


6. Outstation readers need to become members to avail the Library services. They are 
required to come to the Library essentially to obtain membership. 


7. Photocopying services are provided to members and institutions on payment for which 
application should be made to the Director, National Library, Kolkata 700027. 


8. For any other information about the Library and/or publications, write/fax/contact the 
Public Relations office, National Library, Kolkata 700027. 





THE DELIVERY OF BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS (PUBLIC LIBRARIES) ACT, 1954 
[The delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act, 1954 : No. 27 of 1954, as amended by the Delivery 
of Books (Public Libraries) Amendment Act, 1956 : No. 99 of 1956.] 

An act to provide for Delivery of Books to the National Library, Calcutta, and other public libraries. 
Be it enacted by Parliament in the Fifth Year of the Republic of India as follows :- 

1. Short title and extent - (1) this Act may be called the Delivery of “Books and Newspapers” 
(Public Libraries) Act, 1954. 

(2) It extends to the whole of India 

2. Definitions - In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, - 

(a) “book” includes every volume, part or division of a volume and pamphlet, in any language, 
and every sheet of music, map, chart or plan separately printed or lithographed, but does not 
include a newspaper published in conformity with the provisions of Section 5 of the Press and 
Registration of Books Act, 1867 (XXV of 1867); 





Main Reading Room 
“(aa) ‘newspaper’ means any printed periodical work containing public news or comments on 
public news published in conformity with the provisions of Section 5 of the Press and Registration 
of Books Act, 1867: 
(b) “public libraries” means the National Library at Calcutta and any three other libraries which 
may be specified by the Central Government in this behalf by notification in the Official Gazette. 
3. Delivery of books to public libraries, - (1) Subject to any rules that may be made under this 
Act, but without prejudice to the provisions contained in Section 9 of the Press and Registration 
of Books Act, 1867 (XXV of 1867), the publisher of every book published in the territories to 
which this Act extends after the commencement of this Act shall, notwithstanding any agreement 
to the contrary, deliver at his own expense a copy of the book to the National Library at Calcutta 
and one such copy to each of the other three public libraries within thirty days from the date of 
its publication. 
(2) The copy delivered to the National Library shall be a copy of the whole book with all maps 
and illustrations belonging thereto, finished and coloured in the same manner as the best copies 
of the same, and shall be bound, sewed or stitched together, and on the best paper on which any 
copy of the book is printed. 
(3) The copy delivered to any other public library shall be on the paper on which the largest 
number of copies of the book is printed for sale, and shall be in the like condition as the books 
prepared for sale. 
“3A. Delivery of newspapers to public libraries, - Subject to any rules that may be made under 
this Act, but without prejudice to the provisions contained in the Press and Registration of Books 
Act, but 1867, the publisher of every newspaper, published in the territories to which this Act 
extends, shall deliver at his own expense one copy of each issue of such newspaper as soon as 
it is published to each such public library as may be notified in this behalf by the Central 
Government in the Official Gazette.” 





(4) Nothing contained in sub-section (1) shall apply to any second or subsequent edition of a 
book in which edition no additions or alterations either in the letter-press or in the maps, book 
prints or other engravings belongings to the book have been made, and a copy of the first or some 
preceding edition of which book has been delivered under this Act. 

4. Receipt for books delivered - The person in charge of a public library (whether called a librarian 
or by any other name) or any other person authorised by him in this behalf to whom a copy of 
a book is delivered under section 3 shall give to the publisher a receipt in writing therefor. 
5. Penalty, - any publisher who contravenes any provision of this Act or of any rule made 
thereunder shall be punishable with fine which may extend to fifty rupees and “if the contravention 
is in respect of a book, shall also be punishable with fine which shall be equivalent to” the value 
of the book, and the court trying the offence may direct that the whole or any part of the fine 
realised from him shall be paid, by way of compensation to the public library to which the book 
or “newspaper”, as the case may be ought to have been delivered. 

6. Cognizance of offences - (1) No court shall take cognizance of any offence punishable under 
this Act save on compliant made by an officer empowered in this behalf by the Central Government 
by a general or special Order. 

(2) No court inferior to that of a presidency magistrate or a magistrate of the first class shall try 
any offence punishable under this Act. 

7. Application of Act to books and newspapers published by Government - “This Act shall also 
apply to books and newspapers published by or under the authority of the Government but shall 
not apply books meant for official use only.” 

8. Power to make rules - The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
make rules to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

Insertions provided by the Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Amendment Act, 1956; No. 99 
of 1956, i 


GAZETTE OF INDIA, PT. II, SEC. 3, dated 19.3.1955 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 


National Library, Calcutta 
New Dethi, 11th March, 1955 


S.R.O. 587 - In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 8 of the Delivery of Books (Public 
Libraries) Act, 1954 (27 of 1954), the central Government hereby makes the following rules, 
namely :- 


1. Short title - These rules may be called the Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Rules, 1955. 
2. Definitions - In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires :- 
(a) “the act” means the Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act, 1954 (27 or 195/4); 


(b) “Librarian”, in relation to a public library, means the person in charge of such public library, 
and includes any person authorised by him in this behalf to discharge all or any of the functions 
imposed on him by or under the Act; 


(c) “section” means section of the Act; and 


(d) all words and expression used but not defined in these rules shall have the meanings respectively 
assigned to them in the Act. 


3. Mode of delivery - Subject to the provisions of section 3 a copy of every book published by 
a publisher shall be delivered by him to the librarian of each public library either by registered 
post or through a special messenger and the librarian to whom the copy is so delivered shall 
forthwith acknowledge receipt thereof in the Form annexed hereto and send it to the publisher 
by registered post and such receipt shall be conclusive proof of the fact that a copy of the book 
has been duly delivered to the public library of which he is the librarian. 


4. Prosecution of a defaulting publisher - where a copy of the book published after the 20th day 
of May, 1954 has not been delivered to a public library within a period of thirty days from the 
date of its publication, the officer empowered under sub-section (1) of section 6 may at any time 
after the expiry of the said period make a complaint to the court against the publisher of such book 
for his failure to deliver a copy to the public library named in the complaint and such complaint 
shall be inquired into and tried by the court of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (act V of 1898); 


Provided that before a complaint is made to the court, a notice thereof may be given to the publisher 
by the librarian stating that he has failed to deliver a copy of such book within a period of thirty 
days to its publication and that if a copy is not delivered by Section 8 of the Delivery of Books 
(Public Libraries) makes the following rules, namely :- within a period of thirty days of the receipt 
of the notice he shall make himself liable to a penalty under section 5. 


